 

Karen Newsome
Karen has been a director at St Anne’s Community Services, a not for profit social care and supported housing organisation, for the past eight years. 
 
As a member of the Senior Management Team, she has joint responsibility for the strategic direction and business planning of the organisation and specific responsibility for a range of registered and supported housing services including day services to people who have learning disabilities, mental health/substance use issues or are homeless/vulnerably housed across North of England. 
She is safeguarding lead for her area of responsibility and is Deputy Chair of Leeds Serious Case Review Subgroup responsible for commissioning reviews into adult cases. She has been successful in leading a number of projects in her current role to re-profile services, always focused on client need but also on maximising best value and meeting the strategic needs of commissioners. 
Karen qualified as a social worker with an MA at the University of Warwick and now has over 20 years experience of working in the social care field in both the statutory and voluntary sector. In the first few years of her career she worked in the field of learning disability. She was involved in hospital resettlement and community work and set up some very innovative groups to encourage people’s independence.  She then moved to the area of education, working as a lecturer, qualifying from Huddersfield University with a PGCE(FE) and then went on to manage additional support services at Barnsley College. 

Having recently been appointed to the Volition Board she is proud to be part of an organisation that strives to ensure the highest quality mental health services across Leeds. She also recognises the importance of her role and in working together as a board to face the challenges ahead.  

She lives in Huddersfield with partner Chris, a teacher, and two daughters. Luckily her partner does all the cooking and shopping leaving her time for photography and golf. 

 

