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Jon Woolmore has worked in mental health services since 1981 initially within the NHS as a psychiatric nurse, then as a social worker for the local authority and since 1993 within the voluntary sector. He is currently the chief executive of Community Links, a mental health charity. He has in the past worked for the Department of Health as Mental Health Act Commissioner and is involved in a number of charities as a trustee. Currently he is a trustee for Advocacy for Mental Health and Dementia and for Leeds Survivor Led Crisis Service.

Jon is a mentor with the Edge Forward scheme, a national organisation enhancing the opportunities for Black and minority ethnic people and is involved at a national level with the Department of Health on the Third Sector Sounding Board.

Community Links is a mental health charity based in Leeds and provides services across the region. These include services for: early intervention in psychosis, residential and nursing homes, hostels, dual diagnosis, home and housing support, deaf people, alcohol related needs and people with a diagnosis of personality disorder. On a regional level Community Links is commissioned to provide Mental Health First Aid and the Pathway Development Service for people with a personality disorder. 

Jon has been a director of Volition since 2001 and believes that a strong voluntary sector needs a representative voice and an infrastructure that provides information, guidance and support. He feels that Volition has been highly successful at fulfilling this role whilst remaining impartial in ensuring its services and influence are there for all member agencies, large and small. Jon is currently a member of the Independent Living Project Board on behalf of Volition.

