Ant Hanlon

Ant has been working in and around the voluntary sector in Leeds since 1985, starting at St Anne’s Detox as care assistant and moving on to work for Leeds Shaftesbury Project (now Community Links) providing housing support for single homeless people. He qualified as a social worker in 1996 with an MA/DipSW at Leeds Met University and was given the role of Project Development Manager with his current employer Leeds Irish Health & Homes where he is now Chief Executive.

LIHH provide culturally sensitive housing and support services for the Irish community in Leeds. Supporting over 200 people on a weekly basis LIHH provides a wide range of services including 72 units of supported housing, outreach support and groupwork. A volunteer befriending scheme also helps older people remain independent. LIHH also produce research which identifies the needs of this often negated community within the BME communities. LIHH has been solely responsible for campaigning and highlighting Irish issues within the statutory services since 1996 and continues to make impassioned representation for their inclusion.

Ant has been a Volition Director on three separate occasions since its change from the Voluntary Sector Mental Health Forum and returns in 2009 with new energy and enthusiasm to an organisation which walks the walk for mental health in Leeds.
In his spare time Ant is a gigging drummer and DJ which helps keep him off the Lost Highway. 
