Annie French
Annie French manages Advocacy for Mental Health and Dementia which provides a range of independent advocacy services for people experiencing poor mental health in the hospitals and communities of Leeds. Annie left her previous post as Operations Manager for an advocacy organisation in Cardiff to take up this post in Leeds in March 2008.

Annie has always worked in the voluntary sector, and almost always in advocacy. She volunteered and worked as an advocate for people with learning disabilities for four years before developing and providing an advocacy service for people with complex and multiple needs who were subject to detention. She progressed to the role of Advocacy Coordinator and Operations Manager over the following six years.
Annie has been involved in the national advocacy scene for the past seven years, being a trustee of the National Advocacy Network and a founding member and trustee of Advocacy Wales. 

Annie was co-opted to the Board of Directors for Volition in September 2008, and hopes to positively contribute to the excellent work that the Volition team do in informing and representing the mental health voluntary sector in Leeds. With Volition having a finger on the pulse of what’s happening, being on the board is also invaluable in keeping abreast of developments in a growing city with ever-changing policy and strategy. 
Annie aims to promote and maintain the fundamental values and principles of advocacy through her contributions to the board, to the benefit of the sector in Leeds. 
