Alison Lowe

Alison Lowe has 15 years experience of working in the voluntary sector.  She is currently the Chief Executive of Touchstone, a Leeds-based mental health charity working with a range of people and their carers who are affected by mental ill health.  Touchstone has a reputation for excellence in delivering culturally sensitive services to BME communities and was recently awarded the contract to provide 8 Community development workers to support achievement of the Delivering Race Equality objectives in Leeds.  In 2004, Touchstone’s BME specific Support Centre and MEMHO, a Healthy Living Centre working with small BME organisations, were jointly presented with the national NIMHE Diversity Award.  As part of its work with all communities, Touchstone has developed a range of involvement mechanisms which are underpinned by a Service User and Carers Involvement Strategy that is regularly reviewed by service users and staff.  
Prior to working with Touchstone, Alison was a senior manager with Foundation Housing, a regional charity that houses ex offenders leaving prison, or those on bail, within Yorkshire.  
Alison also has substantial local government experience and has been a local councillor for 17 years on behalf of the Labour Party.  She lives in her ward of Armley where she is very active in local tenants and residents groups and where she chairs 2 school governing bodies.  Alison is also a member of Leeds West North West Homes ALMO where she chairs the personnel panel.

Over the years, Alison has been a well known campaigner on equalities issues and continues to chair the Leeds Interagency Project that raises awareness of domestic violence against women and children by known men.   
Alison holds an MA in Medieval studies from the University of Leeds.  She lives with her partner Steve and 2 grown up children, Adam and Rosy who are both currently at University.

